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Welcome to the second edition of The Northern Voice, the newsletter of the Fields of Justice collaborative.
Fields of Justice includes individuals and representatives of parish families in the northern part of the Arch-

- diocese of Cincinnati. We hope you'll join us as we explore the justice issues facing our region, our coun-

try, and our world, and seek ways to address these issues with prayer, information, and action.

The Vatican has launched the 7-year Laudato Si’
Action Platform (laudatosiactionplatform.org). The
initiative's aim is that every Catholic institu-
tion—from the family to large institutions—
become ecologically sustainable in seven years.
Pope Francis’ goal is “to help lead the world's
Catholics along a journey of intensified action in
caring for creation.” Pope Francis states, “We
need a new ecological approach that can trans-
form our way of dwelling in the world, our styles
of life, our relationship with the resources of the
Earth and, in general, our way of looking at hu-
manity and of living life.”

“Our selfishness, our indifference and our irre-
sponsible ways are threatening the future of our
children...I therefore renew my appeal: let us
overcome the temptation of selfishness that

May’s Focus: Care for Creation

makes us predators of resources; let us cultivate
respect for the gifts of the Earth and creation,
let us inaugurate a lifestyle and a society that is
finally eco-sustainable,” said the Pope.

In his encyclical Laudato Si’, Pope Francis identi-
fied the ecological crisis as “a summons to pro-
found interior conversion; a reexamining of our
relationships with the Creator, with creation, and
with our sisters and brothers.” He also noted
that “Living our vocation to be protectors of
God’s handiwork is essential to a life of virtue...
and calls for a spiritual and cultural revolution
to realize integral ecology.”

The Laudato Si' Action Platform focuses on sev-
en sectors: families, parishes, schools, hospitals,
businesses, organizations, and religious orders,
with seven goals: the response to the cry of the
earth, the response to the cry of the poor, eco-
logical economics, adoption of simple lifestyles,
ecological education, ecological spirituality, and
community involvement.

“There is hope,” Pope Francis says. “We can all
collaborate, each one with his own culture and
experience, each one with her own initiatives and
capacities, so that our mother Earth may be re-
stored to her original beauty and creation may
once again shine according to God'’s plan.”

Just two tips to help you in the mission of Caring for Our Common Home (catholicclimatecovenant.org/resources)

1. Try to eliminate as much disposable plastic from your life as possible; it breaks down into tiny particles that enter streams, lakes
and oceans, harming harm fish and other wildlife. Instead, keep a reusable water bottle; wash and reuse plastic sandwich and
snack bags, or try replacing them with waxed paper or waxed paper bags, which can be composted.

2. Talk with fellow parishioners about the possibility of sharing rides to Mass and other parish events as a way of reducing your
carbon footprint. You can take this a step further by organizing occasional walk to church events.

Learn more about Fields of Justice and its work by contacting one of our co-chairs, Judy Zimmerman (670 Plum
Ridge Trail, Sidney 45365; 937/638-2733) or Bonnie Banks (154 W. Parkwood Street, Sidney 45365; 937/492-7564).
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