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Pastoral Musician Stipend Schedule 2025-2026

The following can be used to calculate compensation for occasional or substitute musicians, or
those musicians who are considered less than “regular part-time” musicians. Higher ends of the
range could be used for those musicians who have exceptional skills.

The amounts below assume time spent in preparation (sheet music, warm up, registrations and
instrument setup) as well as normal communication with the parish, clergy and other ministers.
Any extraordinary time can be compensated at either the “rehearsal’ rate or a suitable “office” (i.e.
normal hourly rate for clerical/support staff), depending on circumstances and tasks being done.

Additional compensation should be considered when the musician is expected to contract and
facilitate other musicians. Mileage should be compensated at the archdiocesan rate.

Sunday Mass (with choir): $160 — 220
Sunday Mass (without choir): $135-160
Weekday Mass/Liturgy of Hours/Devotions: $85-110
Hour of Rehearsal (with individual musicians or wedding rehearsal): $85-135
Hour of Rehearsal (with choir or ensemble): $85-135
Wedding (substitute musician only): $185-300
Wedding (planning with couple): $185-335
Funeral (substitute musician only): $135-165
Funeral (planning with bereaved family): $150 —200

Cantor (for any liturgy): $105-185



