
 

Anapu, in the heart of the Amazon in Brazil on 

February 12, 2005. She was outspoken in her 

efforts on behalf of the environment and those 

living in poverty. 

Sr. Dorothy was missioned 

to Brazil in 1966 along with 

four other Sisters of Notre 

Dame de Namur. They 

established a new convent 

and began their ministry. As 

they learned about the 

oppression of farmers at the hands of land- 

owners, they began to teach the people about 

their rights as human beings. 

In the early 1970s the Brazilian government 

offered land in the Amazon region to farmers who 

wished to move there if they could develop the 

land in a sustainable way while protecting the 

forest. As they moved into the interior, Sister 

Dorothy joined them, working with them to 

develop sustainable projects. 

Her dream was simple, but very threatening to 

the wealthy loggers and cattle raisers who profited 

from their illegal businesses and destroyed both the 

land and the forest as well as the lives of the poor 

farmers and their families. As her own life was in 

great danger, Dorothy never thought of leaving, 

worrying only about the people whose lives she 

shared and the harassment they endured. 

 

 

 

On the day before her assassination, she went 

to the local police to request protection at an 

important meeting the following morning. They 

told her that there was no police vehicle available. 

The rest is history, and the story of what happened 

on the village path leading to the meeting is well 

known. Carrying only her little bag of important 

land documents and her Bible, Sister Dorothy was 

well prepared for her meeting, unaware of the two 

hired pistoleros who were just ahead of her. At a 

little turn in the road, she came face-to-face with 

her murderer aiming his gun straight at her head. 

She knew then that her life’s mission was over. 

Pulling out her small Bible, she began reading the 

words of Jesus, “Blessed are the poor …” (those 

Sister Dorothy spent her life serving) …” Blessed are 

those who hunger and thirst for justice….” (her 

entire life in a nutshell). Six shots echoed in the 

silence of the forest. 

Dorothy was not “buried.” 

The people said they 

“planted” her there in the 

forest on the spot where she 

died where her spirit and hope 

continue to blossom and bear 

fruit. The people she lived and 

worked with call her Saint 

Dorothy, and indeed she is. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

There are many saints like Sr. Dorothy in the 

Archdiocese of Cincinnati: people of all ages who 

work tirelessly for justice and peace, care for the 

poor and the integrity of creation Let’s celebrate 

them! 
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Purposes of the Award: 

• To keep alive the ministry and memory of Sister Dorothy Stang. That includes her Christ-like 

commitment with people who are poor, marginalized, or forgotten and her dedication to 

Catholic Social Justice Teachings on peace, justice, and love of God’s creation. 

• To encourage parishes to learn about Sister Dorothy and encourage their 

parishioners to follow in her footsteps by promoting environmental consciousness, 

caree for those living in poverty, and involvement in mission and cross-cultural 

activities/ministries. 

• To honor parish ministers and parishioners who exemplify these values of Sister Dorothy in their 
 ministries and everyday lives.  

Criteria for the Award: 

Nominee: parishioner (youth or adult), staff member, couple, team, or group who:  

• Care for people made poor and those forgotten 

• Work for environmental justice  

• Are committed to Catholic Social Teachings and cross-cultural ministries (i.e. 
twinning relationships) 

Nominator/Parish Contact person: (Parish staff or volunteer who works with parish 

staff & is able to arrange for the time and place of the award presentation). 

Name   

Parish   

E-mail   

Phone____________________          Date of Award________________________  

 
    Acknowledged by pastor? ........   His signature, if possible………………………………… 

 

Please submit Nomination Form (2 pages) to the Archdiocesan Mission Office by AUG. 21, 2024  

Mail to: Dr. Mike Gable, Archdiocese of Cincinnati, Mission Office, 100 E. 8th St., Cincinnati, OH, 45202 

E-mail:  mgable@catholicaoc.org. For questions call the Mission Office at 513-263-6680. 

mailto:%20mgable@catholicaoc.org.
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Name of Nominee____________________________________________ 
 

Please check one: _____Staff    _____Parishioner    _____Couple    _____Team    _____Group  
 

Parish__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Parish Address___________________________________________________________ 

   

A.  Give specific examples of how some of the criteria on page 1 of the nomination form have  

      been addressed by your nominee. Feel free to use the other side or submit additional pages. 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. Include a letter of reference from someone who has worked with your nominee in service. 
 

OUR RECOMMENDATION:  We suggest Sundays Sept. 29, Oct. 6 or 13 for the presentation 
of the Award to prepare for the Archdiocesan Mission Sunday celebration on Oct. 20. The 
award will be mailed to your parish c/o the nominator in good time.  


