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Getting 
Started

Welcome

Prayer

Overview of Session – Why are 
you here?

General plan/goals:
� Theology of a Catholic funeral
� 3 stages of a Catholic funeral and 

preparing each 
� Other considerations for 

preparing the funeral liturgy
� Cremation: what the Church 

really teaches



Theology of a 
Catholic 
Funeral

“In the face of death, the 
Church confidently proclaims 
that God has created each 
person for eternal life and that 
Jesus, the Son of God, by his 
death and resurrection, has 
broken the chains of sin and 
death that bound humanity.” 

(Order of Christian Funerals, General 
Introduction, #1)



Theology of a 
Catholic 
Funeral

What does the Church actually say happens at a Catholic funeral?

� “Church intercedes on behalf of the deceased” (OCF 4)
� “Church ministers to the sorrowing and consoles them with the 

comforting Word of God and the sacrament of the Eucharist.” (OCF 
4)

� We “offer worship, praise, and thanksgiving to God for the gift of a 
life which has now been returned to God” (OCF 5)

� “Commends the dead to God’s merciful love and pleads for the 
forgiveness of their sins” (OCF 6)

� “Affirms and expresses the union of the Church on earth with the 
church in heaven” (OCF 6)



Theology of a 
Catholic 
Funeral

“The responsibility for the ministry of consolation 
rests with the believing community.” (OCF 9)

� Participating in the vigil, Mass, and committal
� “Family members should take an active part in these 

ministries, but they should not be asked to assume any role 
their grief or sense of loss may make too burdensome.” (OCF 
15)



Theology of a 
Catholic 
Funeral

The Word of God 
� “In every celebration for the 

dead, the Church attaches 
great importance to the 
reading of the Word of 
God….above all, the 
readings tell of God’s 
designs for a world in which 
suffering and death will 
relinquish their hold on all 
whom God has called his 
own.” (OCF 22)



Theology of a 
Catholic 
Funeral

Symbols and rituals
� Water
� Pall
� Easter candle
� Colors: White/violet/black (listed in that order)

� “should express Christian hope but should not be 
offensive to human grief or sorrow.” (OCF 39)

� Music



3 Stages of a 
Catholic 
Funeral

1. Vigil
� Principal rite celebrated by the Church in the time 

between death and the funeral liturgy
� May be celebrated in the home of the deceased, a 

funeral home, in the church, or some other suitable 
place

� Two options:
� Office for the Dead from Liturgy of the Hours
� Liturgy of the Word (more typical)

� Liturgical dimension
� Reception of the Body?



3 Stages of a 
Catholic 
Funeral

2. Funeral liturgy
�Central liturgical celebration
�Within or outside of Mass
�Liturgical aspects:

� Reception of the Body
� Final Commendation



3 Stages of a 
Catholic 
Funeral

3. Committal
� “Final act of the community of faith in caring for 

the body of its deceased member.” (OCF 204)



Preparing: Vigil

�Timing
�Leader
�Ministers
�Scriptures
� Intercessions
�Music
�Participation



Preparing: 
Funeral Liturgy

� Form: within or outside of Mass?
�Time
�Scriptures
�Music
�Ministers: greeters, readers, gift-bearers, 

pall-bearers, etc.
�Participation aid 



Preparing: 
Committal

�Presider
�Location
�Participation aid



Other 
considerations

�Funerals for a child
�Liturgical ministers



Other 
considerations

Music: 
“Allows the community to express 
convictions and feelings that words 
alone may fail to convey” (OCF 30)

� “Texts of songs…should express the 
paschal mystery of the Lord’s suffering, 
death, and triumph over death and 
should be related to the readings from 
Scripture.” (OCF 30)

� How is music chosen? Who will be music 
ministers? 



Other 
considerations

Eulogy
� “Following the prayer after Communion, the priest goes to 

a place near the coffin.  The assisting ministers carry the 
censer and holy water if these are to be used. A member or 
friend of the family may speak in remembrance of the 
deceased before the final commendation begins.” (OCF 
170)



Cremation: 
What the 
Church Really 
Believes

� 1997 permission 

� “Does not enjoy the same value as burial of the 
body.” (OCF 413)

� Preference for presence of the body for the funeral 
rites (cremation afterwards)

� “The cremated remains of a body should be treated 
with the same respect given to the human body from 
which they came” (OCF 417)



Resources

Shop for resources on planning a Catholic funeral: 
shop.catholicaoc.org


