
Session 4

Living as a Steward

Focus

Our Christian vocation calls us to collaborate
with God in the work of creation and to cooper-
ate with God in the work of redemption. This
collaboration and cooperation are hallmarks of
stewardship at its deepest level.

Sharing Experience

BRcrcRoulo
The stewardship of creation involves caring

for and cultivating the world which God the
Creator has entrusted to us. It includes the joy-
ful appreciation of the wonders of nature, the
protection and preservation of the environment,
respect for and protection of all human life, and
the development of this world through our
work. "Everyone has some natural resporsibility
for a portion of the world and an obligation in
caring for it to acknowledge God's dominion.
But there are also those who might be called
stewards by grace. Baptism makes Christians
stewards of this kind, able to act explicitly on
God's behalf in cultivating and serving the por-
tion of the world entrusted to their care. We
find the perfect model of such stewardship in
the Lord. 'For in him all the fullness was pleased
to dwell, and through him to reconcile all things
for him, making peace by the blood of his cross'
(Col 1:19-20); and finally it r.r'ill be he who
'hands over the kingdom to his God and Father'
(1 Cor 75:24)" (Stewardship, 28).

Baptism makes us a 'a royal priesthood' (1 Pt
2:9), called to offer up the u'orld-and our-
selves-to the Lord. Part of what this involves is
good stewardship of our time by finding oppor-
tunities for such things as family prayer, Scrip-
ture reading, visits to the Blessed Sacrament, and
weekday Mass. It also extends to the transfor-
mation of suffering through voluntary penance.

"Through penance voluntarily accepted one
gradually becomes liberated from those obstacles
to Christian discipleship which a secularized cul-
ture exalting individual gratification places in
one's way. These obstacles include not just the
quest for pleasure but avarice, a craving for the
illusion of absolute dominion and control, valu-
ing creatures without reference to their Creator,
excessive individualism, and ultimately the fear
of death unrelieved by hope for eternal life"
(Stewardship, 29).

QuEsnoN
In your lifetime, how have you experienced

co-creation with God?

Listening to the Word

It'IvocenoN
Begin the reading of the Scriptures with this

short prayer (or another of your own choosing)
followed by a few moments of silence: Oh Holy
Spirit, You hovered over the waters of creation.
Overshadow us now as we read these words of
Scripture and help us to know and name our
gifts. Amen. Then read the passages aloud.

Genesis 7:26-30

Then God said: "Let us make man in our
image, after our likeness. Let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds
of the air, and the cattle, and over all the
wild animals and all the creatures that
crawl on the ground."

God created man in his image;
in the divine image he created him;
male and female he created them.

God blessed them, saying: "Be fertile and
mulliply; fill the earth and subdue it. Have
dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds
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of the air, and all the living things that
move on the earth." God also said: "See, I
give you every seed-bearing plant all over
the earth and every hee that has seed-bear-
ing fruit on it to be your food; and to all the
animals of the land, all the birds of the air,
and all the living creatures that crawl on the
ground, I give all the green plants ftor food."
And so it happened.

1 Corinthians 12:4-11

There are different kinds of spiritual gifts
but the same Spiri| there are different
forms of service but the same Lord; there
are different workings but the same God
who produces all of them in everyone. To
each individual the manifestation of the
Spirit is given for some benefit. To one is
given through the Spirit the expression of
wisdom; to another the expression of
knowledge according to the same Spiri! to
another faith by the same Spirif to another
gifts of healing by the one Spirit; to another
mighty deeds; to another prophecy; to an-
other discernment of spirits; to another va-
rieties of tongues; to another intelpretation
of tongues. But one and the same Spirit
produces all of these, distributing them in-
dividually to each person as he wishes.

BecxcRoulo
These readings remind us that all of crea-

tion-material things as well as the gifts of the
Spirit-was given to us for our use and care.
John Cardinal Newman once said, "Let us mas-
ter this great and simple truttU that all rich mate-
rials and productions of this word, being God's
property, are intended for God's service; and sin
only, nothing but sin, turns them to a different
purpose" (Parochial and Plsin Sermons [San Fran-
cisco: Ignatius Press, 79871,7368). The bishops
go on to explain: "Sin causes people to turn in
on themselves; to become grasping and exploita-
tive toward possessions and other people; to
grow accustomed to conducting relationships
not by the standards of generous stewardship
but by the calculus of self-interest: 'What's in it
for me?' Constantly, Christians must beg God
for the grace of conversion: the grace to know
who they are, to whom they belong, how they
are to live-the grace to repent and change and
grow, the grace to become good disciples and

stewards . . . The Spirit of wisdom and courage
helps people seek pardon and be mindful, in the
face of all their forgetting, that the most impor-
tant work of their lives is to be Jesus' disciples.
Thus, the stewardship of disciples is not reduc-
ible only to one task or another. It involves em-
bracing, cultivating, enjoyrng, sharing-and
sometimes also giving up-the goods of human
life" (S t ewardship, 28-29).

Sharing the Word

QuesnoNs
(Read the Scriptures again silently; then share your
responses to these questions:)

. What does it mean to me to think that I am
created in God's image? How does that
idea affect my relationships with others or
with God?

r Clearly, material goods-everything from
nafural resources to manufactured prod-
ucts-are distributed unevenly around the
world. Am I "my brother's keeper" with a
responsibility to voluntarily curtail my
consumption to assure that there is enough
for others? How do I view our intercon-
nectedness and interdependence?

. Which of the spiritual gifts listed have I
been given? When and how have I used it
"for the common good"?

Prayer

Begin by praying this prayer of thanksgiving, re-
sponsively or in unison:

A Litany of Thanksgiving

Sing praise to the Lord for the gifts of creation
For God has done marvelous things!

Sing praise to the Lord for the day and the
night

For God has done marvelous things!
Sing praise for the sea and the sky and the land

For God has done marvelous things!
Give thanks for the sun and the moon and the

stars
The Lord has done marvelous things!
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For plants and for animals, for fish and for
birds

The Lord has done marvelous things!
For all of creation, now ours to share,

Sing praise to the Giver of all!
Sing praise to the Spirit, giver of gifts,

Lord, help us discern them and share
The wisdom and knowledge and healing and

faith,
Lord, help us to know them and share

The prophecy,languages, strong mighty deeds,
Lord, help us to name them and share!

Sing praise to Our God for these gifts to the
Church

For He has done marvelous things!

We bring you thanks, oh Lord, for all of crea-
tion. Hear us as we come gratefully before you
to remember Your goodness and ask Your con-
tinued blessing. (Hue giae opportunity for shared
prayer and response.)

(Suggested Response) Lord, hear our prayer and
help us to share Your gifts.
(Conclude by praying together the L-ord's Prayer or
the Stanardship Prayer:)

Oh Lord, giver of life and source of our
freedom, we are reminded by the Psalmist
that Yours is "the earth and its fullness;
the world and those who dwell in it." We
know that it is from Your hand that we
have received all we have and are and will
be. Gracious and loving God, we under-
stand that You call us to be the stewards of
Your abundance, the caretakers of all You
have entrusted to us. Help us always to
use Your gifts wisely and teach us to share
them generously. May our faithful stew-
ardship bear witness to the love of Christ
in our lives. We pray with grateful hearts,
in Jesus'name. Amen.

Follow Through
Together, we have read and reflected on parts

of the bishops' pastoral letter on stewardship,
we have heard and meditated on porlions of
Scripture in order to better understand the life of
discipleship and stewardship to which our faith
calls us, and we have shared our insights, our
experiences, and our prayers. But the title of
this session is "Liaing as a Steward," so, ideally,

our sharing should lead each of us to construc-
tive, concrete actions to help us live what we
have learned and encourage our growth'in faith.
The following are some examples to spur your
thinking:

St. Elizabeth Seton once said, "We must
live more simply that others may simply
live." This week, voluntarily do without
some good thing-a doughnut with your
coffee or a soft drink at lunch, for exam-
ple-and donate the money you would
have spent to an agency devoted to the de-
velopment of "third-world" nations or the
alleviation of poverty.

Il during the sharing, you identified a

spiritual gift you are not using, reflect on
how you might put it to use "for some
benefit," as St. Paul says. Call your parish
and volunteer if appropriate.

Go to a weekday Mass or celebrate the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation this week.

Spend time meditating on how your every-
day work is a sign of your stewardship. In
what ways do you "collaborate with God
in the work of creation" or "cooperate with
God in the work of redemption" in your
day-to-day activities?

Because those intentions we have defined
most clearly are the ones we are most likely to
act upon, write your "follow through" intention
here, and share it with the group if you are com-
fortable doing so.

Date:

'1,6




