


matter on March 23, 2026, I have determined that the pastoral mission of the Catholic Church in this 

portion of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati would best be served through a merger of Holy Trinity Parish, 

Nativity of Our Lord Parish, Saint John the Evangelist Parish, and Saint Saviour Parish into the new 

Transfiguration of Our Lord Parish. 

The following factors provide the just cause which motivates this decision: 

1) the current four parishes were once six separate parishes and have worked together under a 

common pastor since 2022 to share clergy and expenses, centralize the administrative offices, 

centralize communication efforts, provide common youth ministry and religious education 

programs, and establish common sacramental formation and initiation;

2) the parishioners from all four parishes strive to work together to support the mission of the Church 

and to serve the needs of their neighborhoods;

3) the current financial agreements for shared expenses among the parishes are complicated; uniting 

the parishes into one would simplify the determination of financial allocation and responsibility, 

as well as fostering better financial and temporal stewardship;

4) the administrative burdens on clergy and staff members would be reduced by such a unification;

5) uniting resources to better utilize available sacred space for worship will allow more dynamic, 

diverse, and appealing Eucharistic celebrations; and

6) a merger would further provide for opportunities for enhanced collaborative ministry and better 

utilization of clergy and lay personnel and allow for greater emphasis to be placed on 

evangelization.

Taking into account the supreme law of the Church, i.e. the salvation of souls ( cf. canon 1752), it is my 

belief that this action will better serve the Church's mission to evangelize and allow for more efficient 

administration of the temporal goods of the faithful. 

Therefore, in virtue of my office as diocesan bishop, in accordance with canon 515 §2 of the Code of 

Canon Law, I hereby decree the extinctive union by merger of Holy Trinity Parish (Norwood), Nativity 

of Our Lord Parish (Pleasant Ridge), Saint John the Evangelist Parish (Deer Park), and Saint Saviour 

Parish (Rossmoyne), canonically erecting the new parish under the title of Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Parish. 

The intentions of the founders and donors regarding the temporal goods and patrimonial rights proper to 

the former parishes of Holy Trinity, Nativity of Our Lord, Saint John the Evangelist, and Saint Saviour 

must be respected. Furthermore, the patrimonial goods, rights, and assets, including bona sacra and 

religious articles, as well as the obligations and liabilities of the former parishes of Holy Trinity, Nativity 

of Our Lord, Saint John the Evangelist, and Saint Saviour shall belong to Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Parish, according to the norm oflaw (canon 121). The pastor of Transfiguration of Our Lord Parish will 

be responsible for the administration of all the temporal goods, in accordance with the universal law of 

the Church and the particular law of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati. 

2 






