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SUNDAY MASS 
ATTENDANCE
2023 REPORT
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5%
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INSTITUTIONS

2013

12,030

24,857

21,935

12,232

13,200

12,473

10,953

16,001

6,977

10,941

11,535

3,076

1,919

158,129

2014

11,891

24,402

21,228

12,280

13,034

12,346

10,824

15,346

6,876

10,792

11,616

3,124

1,993

155,752

-2%

2015

11,663

24,280

19,304

11,016

13,172

11,765

10,425

14,931

6,598

10,546

11,301

3,068

2,873

150,942

-3%

2016

10,489

23,689

18,972

10,687

12,634

11,578

9,846

13,785

6,489

10,284

9,746

3,002

2,446

143,647

-5%

2017

11,288

23,262

18,450

10,145

12,572

11,596

9,631

13,596

6,164

10,391

9,337

2,667

2,149

141,248

-2%

2018

10,879

22,457

16,316

9,881

12,722

11,370

9,148

12,842

5,974

9,962

8,845

2,663

2,391

135,450

-4%

2019

11,116

21,365

15,722

9,643

12,229

11,293

8,728

12,408

5,766

9,561

8,505

2,612

2,101

131,049

-3%

2020

6,450

8,884

7,223

4,837

8,044

6,366

4,245

6,589

2,124

4,988

4,386

1,460

452

66,048

-50%

2021

10,127

14,520

12,029

6,847

10,997

10,016

6,216

9,774

3,896

6,587

6,137

2,140

916

100,202

52%

2022

10,428

15,991

12,673

7,197

12,044

10,809

6,477

9,122

4,228

7,171

6,640

2,217

1,766

106,763

7%

Annual 
Change

1,313

95

584

637

241

91

119

214

332

615

281

-162

447

4,807

Percent 
Change

13%

1%

5%

9%

2%

1%

2%

2%

8%

9%

4%

-7%

25%

5%Totals:

Rolling Percent Change:

SUNDAY MASS ATTENDANCE

SUMMARY
This report demonstrates a positive trend in Mass attendance. In tandem with fewer Masses 
and scheduling changes, we saw church utilization increase, moving us closer to our target.

Take a deeper look at the findings of the 2023 attendance report.

MASS ATTENDANCE 
INCREASED

FEWER MASSES 
WERE OFFERED

CHURCH 
UTILIZATION IS UP

SUNDAY MASS ATTENDANCE
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Sunday Mass attendance increased 
in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati 4.5% 
from October 2022 to October 2023, 
continuing a rebound in participation 
since the 2020 COVID-19 pandem-
ic. In 2021 we saw more than a 52% 
return, another 6.5% in 2022, and 4.5% 
in 2023. While we remain down from 
our 2019 pre-pandemic attendance, 
three years of increase is a strong and 
encouraging trend for our archdiocese 
that will hopefully continue as Families 
of Parishes focus on the vision for the 
future and the “Why” at the root of the 
Beacons of Light project: “To proclaim 
the Gospel and make disciples in this 
particular time and place.” Participation 
in the Eucharist, and in particular Sun-
day Mass, is a foundational principle in 
Beacons of Light.

It’s encouraging to see that Sunday 
Mass attendance at 67 churches has 
returned to pre-pandemic levels. Yet 97 
churches are still more than 20% down 
from 2019.

42 parishes 
+10% or more

25 parishes 
+10% to -4%

48 parishes 
-5% to -20%

97 parishes 
-20% or less

2019 Total Mass 
Attendance

MASS ATTENDANCE COMPARED TO 2019
Percentage above or below 2019 counts
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SCHEDULE

After reducing over 100 Sunday Masses across the arch-
diocese since 2019 we are nonetheless seeing a steady 
increase in Mass attendance. One factor that could impact 
Mass attendance is changes to the number of Masses for the 
Sunday obligation a Family of Parishes offers. The parame-
ters of Beacons of Light define how many Masses Church law 
allows each priest to celebrate daily and how to calibrate the 
number of Masses offered in a church based on utilization 
of seating. These parameters exist not only to guard against 
over-extending our priests, but also to result in church build-
ings that are at least half-full for any given Sunday Mass, 
fostering greater participation.

Over the last two years, many Families of Parishes have 
begun to adjust their weekend Mass schedules to conform 
more closely to these parameters. Outcomes have varied 
from Family to Family and parish to parish but overall, 
changes in Sunday Mass schedule have not adversely affect-
ed attendance. Specific situations require investigation to 
better understand the underlying root causes given there 
does not appear to be a correlation or causation between 
the two factors when looking at the local level.

PARAMETER

4“The regular Mass schedule for a Family of Parishes may 
not assume more than two Masses per day per priest.”

Mass 
Attendance

Number of 
Masses

Average attendance per Mass

582

2019

225

561

2021

180

509

2022

210

488

2023

229

131,049

106,763
111,570

101,202

MASS ATTENDANCE VS. NUMBER OF MASSES
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PARAMETER

5“A regularly scheduled Mass for the Sunday precept must have annual 
average attendance of at least 50% of the church capacity.”

CHURCH UTILIZATION

In 2023 we have an overall average across all churches of 
48% utilization, up 14% from 2021, and near our target 
of 50%. From 2022 to 2023, 68% (144) of churches improved 
their utilization for Sunday Masses. This means that church-
es are fuller, meaning more vibrant liturgical celebrations 
and a better use of human and physical resources. In some 
cases, the increased utilization results from simply report-
ing capacity more accurately to an archdiocesan standard 
(27”). In most cases this improvement in utilization is due to 

a careful reduction in the number of Sunday Masses. There 
are still 58 (27%) of our churches with declining utilization 
numbers (13 of these have been declining for over two 
years) which need attention to this matter.

Whereas many smaller churches have appropriately adjusted 
their Sunday Mass schedule to reach an appropriate level of 
utilization, many larger churches have further work to do in 
this regard.

OVERALL ARCHDIOCESE UTILIZATION

34%

2021

42%

2022

48%

2023
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2023 UTILIZATION

Number of 
Parishes

Percent Utilized

8 7

11
13 13

26

32

47

31

15

9

100% 90–99% 80–89% 70–79% 60–69% 50–59% 40–49% 30–39% 20–29% 10–19% 0–9%

The impact of Beacons of Light and the groupings of parish-
es into Families upon Mass attendance cannot be measured 
beyond the total increase from 2022-2023 of 4.5%. Actual 
attendance is not taken at Mass and parish registration 
status does not perfectly match attendance at the parochial 
church. Further study will need to be undertaken to assess 

MOVEMENT OF WORSHIPERS BETWEEN CHURCHES

if people are moving more frequently between churches 
in their Family, among other Families in their deanery, or 
to other churches beyond the deanery. Pastors and parish 
leaders may be able to observe such patterns with reporting 
tools available at the parish level.


