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How does this call us to encounter? How is this a call to advocate for justice? How does this call us to 

evangelize? 

L E V I T I C U S  9 : 9 - 1 0 ,  3 3 - 3 4  

When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not be so thorough that you reap the field to its 

very edge, nor shall you gather the gleanings of your harvest. Likewise, you shall not pick your 

vineyard bare, nor gather up the grapes that have fallen. These things you shall leave for the poor 

and the alien. I, the LORD, am your God. 

When an alien resides with you in your land, do not mistreat such a one. You shall treat the alien 

who resides with you no differently than the natives born among you; you shall love the alien as 

yourself; for you too were once aliens in the land of Egypt. I, the LORD, am your God. 

L U K E  4 : 1 8 - 1 9  

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. He 

has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go 

free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord. 

J A M E S  2 : 1 - 6 A  

My brothers, show no partiality as you adhere to the faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ. For if a 

man with gold rings on his fingers and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and a poor person 

in shabby clothes also comes in, and you pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say, 

“Sit here, please,” while you say to the poor one, “Stand there,” or “Sit at my feet,” have you not made 

distinctions among yourselves and become judges with evil designs? Listen, my beloved brothers. 

Did not God choose those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom that 

he promised to those who love him? But you dishonored the poor person. 

  



 

 
2 

S E R V E  H A N D O U T  2  

J A M E S  2 : 1 4 - 2 2 ,  2 4 ,  2 6  

What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith 

save him? If a brother or sister has nothing to wear and has no food for the day, and one of you says 

to them, “Go in peace, keep warm, and eat well,” but you do not give them the necessities of the 

body, what good is it? So also faith of itself, if it does not have works, is dead. Indeed someone may 

say, “You have faith and I have works.” Demonstrate your faith to me without works, and I will 

demonstrate my faith to you from my works. You believe that God is one. You do well. Even the 

demons believe that and tremble. Do you want proof, you ignoramus, that faith without works is 

useless? Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered his son Isaac upon the 

altar? You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by the works. See 

how a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. For just as a body without a spirit is dead, 

so also faith without works is dead. 
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