Questions for Reflection and Sharing

What connections or new insights did you gain from the
readings?

How do you bear witness to the life, death, and resurrection of
the Lord as an individual? How do we do so in our Family of
Parishes?

What words or phrases spoke to you most powerfully
in light of the call to form our Family of Parishes as a community
of missionary disciples?

Intercessions

For what or for whom should we pray?

Lord’s Prayer

Closing Prayer
Mary, Mother of the Church and our Mother,

Present our prayer of thanksgiving to your Son.

Beg from Him the graces we need to be faithful disciples
who follow Him with enthusiasm and joy.

May our witness to the love of God bear fruit

in our archdiocese, parishes, homes and hearts.

Teach us to be God's joyful witnesses,

to radiate Christ in all we do,

so that all people might know, love and follow your Son
through this life and into the next. Amen.
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Opening Prayer

Let us pray.

(Pause for silent prayer)

Grant, we pray, almighty God,

that your Church may always remain that holy people,
formed as one by the unity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
which manifest to the world

the Sacrament of your holiness and unity

and leads it to the perfection of your charity.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, forever and ever. Amen.



Reading from Sacred Scripture

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Peter proceeded to speak and said: “You know what has
happened all over Judea, beginning in Galilee after the
baptism that John preached, how God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power. He went about
doing good and healing all those oppressed by the devil, for
God was with him. We are witnesses of all that he did both in
the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to
death by hanging him on a tree. This man God raised on the
third day and granted that he be visible, not to all the people,
but to us, the witnesses chosen by God in advance, who ate
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He
commissioned us to preach to the people and testify that he
is the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the
dead. To him all the prophets bear witness, that everyone
who believes in him will receive forgiveness of sins through
his name.”

(Acts 10:34a, 37-43 Easter Sunday)

From For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation,
Mission

The Church exists to bear witness in the world to the most
decisive moment in history: the Resurrection of Jesus. The Risen
Christ brings peace to the world and gives us the gift of His
Spirit. The living Christ is the source of true freedom, the
foundation for a hope that does not disappoint, the revelation of
the true face of God and humanity’s ultimate destiny. The
Gospels tell us that in order to enter into Easter faith and
become witnesses to it, it is necessary to acknowledge our own
inner emptiness, the darkness of fear, doubt and sin. Yet those
who, in the midst of darkness, find the courage to set out as
searchers discover that they themselves are the ones being
sought. They are being called by name, offered forgiveness, and,
in turn, sent out to their brothers and sisters together. (14)



