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ACTION REQUIRED

JUNE 2-5, 2026: REQUIRED SEMINAR FOR RECENTLY ORDAINED PRIESTS FROM

CLASSES 2023, 2024, 2025

The Summer Conference for newly ordained priests “And the Lord said to Peter, ‘Strengthen Your Brothers”
is intended to assist men ordained in the past several years (2019-2022 also welcome) in difficult areas of
ministry and building good habits of living and praying. The conferences are organized around the theme
Mission - Man - Methods. Additionally, the conference provides an opportunity to have time away for prayer
and camaraderie with other priests. Registration, schedule, and more information can be found on the
Mount St. Mary's Seminary & School of Theology website under 2025 Continuing Formation Events.

CRS COLLECTION: PLEASE TURN IN FUNDS; FUTURE MATERIALS

Thank you so much for participating in the Catholic Relief Services Collection April 18 and 19. If you
have not already done so, please turn your collected funds in so that the agencies who depend on the
collection can put the money to good use. The archdiocese Finance Office writes one check to CRS at
the end of June for the collection. Please submit your collection to: Finance Office, Archdiocese of
Cincinnati, 100 E. Eighth St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. Please note on the memo line that the money is
for the Catholic Relief Services Collection.

Separately, if your parish needs a different amount of supplies for next year's collection, please email
CRS Project Coordinator Glen Glenn.

PETER'S PENCE COLLECTION THE WEEKEND OF JUNE 27-28, 2026

Your parishes’ contributions to the Peter's Pence Collection allow the Holy Father to support victims
of war and natural disasters and others most in need of assistance. This second collection is to be
taken the weekend of June 27-28, 2026. The collection is sent to the Pastoral Center for forwarding
for the designated purpose. Please send the proceeds from the collection to the attention of the
Finance Office in the week following the collection. More information is available at
www.usccb.org/peters-pence/collection.

If you would like a change in the amount of materials for the next Peter's Pence Collection in 2027 that
you did or did not receive this year, please email Lisa Weber in the Chancellor's Office or call her at
513.263.3342 between now and May 22.
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MATERIALS FOR RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS

Please update the information for the materials you need for your parish for the Retirement Fund for
Religious between now and June 1. This national collection is held annually in the second week of
December. The form can be found here. If you need help in any way, please contact Maria Reinagel
(513.263.6683), Director of the Office for Consecrated Life.

OPTIONAL

MEN CONSIDERING THE DIACONATE

The next cohort for the Aspirancy Program for the Permanent Diaconate will begin in August 2026.
Men who would like to be considered for this next cohort should contact Deacon Mark Machuga
(513.263.6641), Director of the Office of the Diaconate, before June 1, 2026. Please share the bulletin
entry found on page 7.

SENIOR CLERGY LUNCHEON

The next Senior Clergy Luncheon is scheduled for Friday, May 8, 2026 beginning at 11:45 a.m. at St.
Francis of Assisi Parish on Wilmington Pike in Centerville. Invitations have been mailed. To register or
if you have any questions, please contact Sarah Frohmiller (513.263.6651) as soon as possible.

61ST ANNUAL MELCHIZEDEK OPEN GOLF TOURNAMENT

Priests and deacons of the archdiocese are invited to play in this year's Melchizedek Open, which will
be held at the Pipestone Golf Club, 4344 Benner Road, in Miamisburg, Ohio, on Monday, July 27,
2026. Registration is at noon with a shotgun start at 1:00 p.m. As usual, following the outing (and for
non-golfers), there will be a cash bar social around 6:00 p.m. followed by dinner. It's a great way to
build fraternity. RSVP by Saturday, July 11. If you have any questions, please contact Deacon Mike
Erb (513.237.8888). Click here to download the registration form for the outing.

CATHOLIC FAMILY NIGHT AT GREAT AMERICAN BALLPARK -

TICKETS NOW ON SALE!

Please join us, and invite your parishioners to join us, at Catholic Family Night at Great American
Ballpark on Saturday, Sept. 5, 2026, which is the Saturday of Labor Day weekend. The Cincinnati
Reds will play the Milwaukee Brewers that evening at 6:40 p.m. Discounted tickets are now on sale
through Reds ticketing at this link: https://www.gofevo.com/event/Archdiocesecincinnati22. The
archdiocese Communications office will supply promotional graphics on Catholic Social Media - stay
tuned. In the meantime, please share the Bulletin Entry found on page 7.

Catholic Family Night will include Mass prior to the game and, like last year, several in-game activities
featuring members of our local Catholic community. More details will be announced soon.

CHANGES TO MASS SCHEDULES

Summer may be an opportune time to revise the Sunday Mass schedule for your Family of Parishes,
especially if the last changes were made in 2022 at the beginning of Beacons of Light. In accord with
the archdiocesan Sunday Mass Schedule policy, please send notice of any changes to the parish’s
liturgical schedule to the Chancellor's Office, accompanied by the written opinion of the local dean. If
you need assistance with analysis of your schedule and/or strategy for making a change, please
contact the Office for Divine Worship and Sacraments.
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SERRA CLUB SERVER RECOGNITION PROGRAM

The Serra Club is launching a new recognition program to reach out to those who are of service to
your parish! We are holding a Server/Sacristan Award Ceremony at the Cathedral Basilica St. Peter in
Chains on Sunday, May 31 at 12:30 pm. Your help is needed in identifying those individuals who
donate their time to be there for your parish during liturgical services. Please send out the word for
those volunteers to contact us to have a certificate made and then relax with punch and cookies
downstairs after the ceremony. This is our first attempt for this recognition. We would also like to
recognize those who have multiple years of service as well.

You can have the volunteer send us their name and years of service or gather it yourself and submit
a list. We would need this information by Wednesday, May 20 in order to print certificates and order
pins or cards for all participating. This information can be sent to serraclubcincinnati@gmail.com. If
there are any questions, please contact Serran Cheryl Bredestege at 513.382.4053.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
PRIESTS’ ANNIVERSARY DINNER - SAVE THE DATE

The Priests’ Anniversary Dinner is scheduled for Monday, September 14, 2026 at a new location, the
Presidential Banquet Center, Kettering. We will be honoring priests from the ordination classes of
2001, 1986, 1976 and 1966.

CONVOCATION OF PRIESTS OF THE ARCHDIOCESE - SAVE THE DATE

The Convocation of Priests of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati is scheduled for Friday, October 23, 2026
at St. Francis of Assisi, Centerville. More information to come.

FALL RETREAT FOR PRIESTS OF THE ARCHDIOCESE - SAVE THE DATE

The Fall Retreat for priests of the archdiocese will be held at the Spiritual Center of Maria Stein,
Monday - Friday, Sept. 28 - Oct. 2, 2026. Reverend Peter Heasley, S.Th.D. from New York will be the
presenter. More information to come.

ADVENT DAY OF REFLECTION - SAVE THE DATE

The Advent Day of Reflection for priests of the archdiocese will be held at the Transfiguration Center
for Spiritual Renewal in Ludlow Falls on Tuesday, December 1, 2026. More information to follow.

SPRING ANDREW DINNERS

¢ Wednesday, May 6, St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Centerville
e Tuesday, May 12, St. Gertrude Parish, Madeira

Andrew Dinners are meant for high school and college-age men. These events provide an opportunity
for young men to learn about priesthood and seminary, speak with Archbishop Emeritus Dennis
Schnurr and vocation director Fr. Michael Willig, and share a meal together. You are welcome to bring
a group of young men and attend with them as their parish priest. Register here. Please share the
bulletin entry found on page 7.
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EMBER DAY RETREAT JUNE 5

Registration is open! Ember Day is a retreat for high school men aged 15-19. The day will include Mass
with Archbishop Emeritus Dennis Schnurr, sports, talks, and food. It's an opportunity for high school
boys to meet the seminarians and learn more about vocation, priesthood, and fatherhood. Friday,
June 5 at Mount St. Mary’'s Seminary & School of Theology. Hosted by the Cincinnati seminarians and
Fr. Michael Willig. Register here. Please share the bulletin entry found on page 7.

VERSO I'ALTO SUMMER XC RACE CHALLENGE

On Friday, August 7, the Verso I'Alto Track Club and the archdiocese Vocations Office will be hosting
the Verso I'Alto Summer XC Challenge, a two-mile race specifically featuring our Catholic high schools!
The schedule will include High School Boys and Girls Races, as well as a Men’s/Women's Open. Located
at Corwin Nixon Park in Mason. Race website and registration can be found here. Contact David
Adamitis for more details. Please share the bulletin entry found on page 7.

PART TIME HOSPITAL CHAPLAIN OPENING

Good Samaritan Hospital, Cincinnati, is looking for a part-time priest chaplain beginning July 1, 2026.
The chaplain should be available for 10 hours per week and assist with on-call emergency sacramental
services. Any priest interested in the position should contact Fr. David Endres (513.233.6172), Priests’
Personnel Director, by May 31, 2026.

BEACONS OF LIGHT: FAMILY UNITY DISCERNMENT

Parish leaders will find a new letter from Fr. Jan Schmidt, Director of Pastoral Vitality, and a video
message from Archbishop Casey about the importance of Family Unity Discernment. Please share
this with your Family Pastoral Council, Family Leadership Team, and any other parish leaders involved
in the planning process in your parish.

2026 PARISH VITALITY REPORT

The 2026 Parish Vitality Report is now available online. As in previous years, this report offers insights
into the health and vitality of our 57 Families of Parishes and work on the Beacons of Light process.
Resources are available to parish communicators to help share this report and its accompanying
survey with parishioners, including sample marketing copy, social media posts, images, QR codes, etc.

YOUR SUPPORT FOR OUR MISSION CHURCH IS MOST APPRECIATED

If you have any questions about the upcoming 2026 Missionary Co-op Plan and/or the past World
Mission Sunday collections, please contact Melonise Knight (513.263.6681). For proper mission
donation recording for the Vatican, please remember all these donations need to mailed to: Mission
Office, Archdiocese of Cincinnati, 100 E. Eighth St., Cincinnati, OH 45202. Thank you!

ADD SOME JOY AND ENTHUSIASM TO YOUR PARISH LIFE! EXPAND YOUR CATHOLIC
HORIZONS!

How often do we see our local parishes excited and delighted to receive and host their parish twinning
partners from Navajo reservations, Kentucky, the Caribbean, Central America, Africa, and
elsewhere? The enthusiasm for our Catholic faith likewise flowers when our local twinning partners
visit their friends in Christ, sharing their spiritual/cultural lives, serving one another. Our parishes can
be beacons of light and hope. For further information, or for an opportunity to speak to your parish
about twinning possibilities, contact Mission Office Direcotr Dr. Mike Gable (513.263.6680).
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SHOP THE OFFICE OF DIVINE WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

Don't forget that you can shop all year online for archdiocesan resources to assist bereaved families,
engaged couples, extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion, and more. You can also find resources
from national liturgical publishers at deep discounts. Parishes, schools, and other non-profits can
always shop tax free. And the Two Shall Become One, our archdiocesan formation and policy book for
the sacrament of matrimony, is a handy and inexpensive resource for parishes to provide to engaged

couples. Shop now!

UP-TO-DATE ARCHDIOCESE LOGOS AND MARKS

Current renditions of the archdiocese coat-of-arms, as well as selected other archdiocese marks and
images, are available for download on the Media Assets page of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati website.
Please ensure that you and your team are using the correct versions of these marks. Thank you!

MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID FOR PARISH OR SCHOOL STAFF

One in five Americans live with a mental iliness. As staff of parishes or schools, itis important to know
how to respond when noticing that someone may be experiencing a mental health challenge. Mental
Health First Aid is an evidence-based class that teaches participants how to recognize signs and
symptoms of a mental health or substance use challenge. The class comes in versions for adults and
for adults who work with youth (teachers, scout leaders, coaches, etc.). Catholic Charities
Southwestern Ohio is able to offer this course, valued at $170 per person, free of charge to parishes
or schools. If you are interested in learning more, contact Mary Anne Bressler (513.672.3714).

ONBOARDING

If you have hired a new business manager or other employee with human resources responsibilities,
please notify Rob Reid (513.263.6611) and he will be happy to come to your location and provide an
archdiocesan HR orientation and onboarding. The HR topics covered would include: HR Website
Navigation, FMLA and Leaves of Absence, Policies and Procedures, Hiring Issues, Harassment and
Discrimination, Termination, HR Best Practices.

Likewise, if you have hired or appointed someone to have overall responsibility for Communications
for your Family of Parishes, please notify Jennifer Schack (513.263.6618) so that Jennifer can provide
that person with an overview of the resources and collaboration opportunities available.

GUIDELINES FOR NON-RENEWAL/REDUCTION-IN-FORCE

To ensure proper procedure is followed, the Department of Human Resources wants to remind all
schools of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati considering a reduction in force or non-renewal of staff to
review the guidelines that are in place.

Schools of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati strive to provide the highest level of instruction to all
students. However, should economics, decrease in school enrollment, or other conditions necessitate
a reduction or non-renewal of staff, school administrators will provide a standard and objective
approach for reducing the size and/or composition of their teaching staff consistent with student
educational needs and teacher reduction and non-renewal guidelines. A reduction in force report
must be prepared by the school administrator and sent to the Director of Human Resources and the
School Office Regional Director for review. Parishes considering a reduction in force of non-school
employees should only send a report to the Director of Human Resources. A non-renewal of staff
must be reviewed with the Department of Human Resources.

If you have any questions, please contact Rob Reid (513.263.6611).
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WORKING STUDENT GUIDELINES

This document is intended to provide school administrators and pastors information about
employment of students during and after school and throughout the summer months. Students
under the age of 18 are considered minors and may not work at anything that is hazardous or
injurious to their health and well-being, including: activities involving flammable substances, gases,
vapors or fumes; activities involving driving a school bus, motor van or any motor-propelled
vehicle. Click for full document.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Rob Reid at 513.263.6611 in the
Department of Human Resources.

2026 CMA UPDATE

Congratulations and thank you! Pledges to the 2026 Catholic Ministries Appeal (CMA) have now
exceeded the $7,000,000! As of April 21, just over $7.2 million has been pledged to the appeal from
18,178 households. Of the amount pledged, $5.9 million has been received in payments. We extend
a special “thank you” to pastors, parochial vicars, parish staff, and volunteers who have helped to
promote this year's Appeal.

Updated totals for the CMA, including parish progress, and all resources can be found at:
https://resources.catholicaoc.org/offices/stewardship-and-giving/cma-resources. Use the password
"cma2007".

2026 CMA MINISTRY STORIES TO SHARE
Below are links to a few stories recently published to help show the impact of the ministries funded
through the CMA. Please share on social media, parish websites, and email newsletters.

e Hospital Ministry Feature Story:
THE QUIET PRESENCE OF GOD'S GRACE
https://catholicaoc.org/news/cma/the-quiet-presence-of-gods-grace

e Seminary & Vocations Feature Story:
THE FREEDOM TO SAY “YES”
https://catholicaoc.org/news/cma/the-freedom-to-say-yes

e Campus Ministry Feature Story:
FINDING FAITH ON CAMPUS
https://catholicaoc.org/news/cma/finding-faith-on-campus

For a printed version of these stories to use as a bulletin insert, please email Kiera Gibbons.

NEED SUBSIDIES FOR MISSION OR PARISH TWINNING TRIPS?

Thanks to some donors, the Mission Office has limited funds to help defray costs for parish twinning
trips. For subsidy applications, contact Dr. Mike Gable (513.263.6680), Mission Office Director.

AVAILABLE TO PREACH AT YOUR PARISH AND/OR SCHOOL

Fr. Michael Willig wants to preach on vocations in as many parishes and schools as possible each year.
Father will take a normal Sunday Mass schedule and any confession times you regularly offer on the
weekends. Please call or email Fr. Michael Willig (513.263.3390) to set up a weekend.

SACRED MUSIC INSTITUTE CONFERENCE, JULY 22-24, 2026 - SAVE THE DATE
‘Bridge of Beauty and Faith: Sacred Music in the Midst of Renewal’ will be held on July 22-24, 2026 at
Mount St. Mary's Seminary & School of Theology. More information will be forthcoming.
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BULLETIN ENTRIES

FOLLOW AND PRAY WITH ARCHBISHOP CASEY - Archbishop Casey has his own social media
accounts! Follow him at:

e Instagram: @archbishopcasey

e Facebook: facebook.com/archbishopcasey

SPRING ANDREW DINNERS -
e Wednesday, May 6, St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Centerville
e Tuesday, May 12, St. Gertrude Parish, Madeira

Andrew Dinners are meant for high school and college-age men. These events provide an opportunity
for young men to learn about priesthood and seminary, speak with Archbishop Emeritus Dennis
Schnurr and vocation director Fr. Michael Willig, and share a meal together. Register here:
http://catholicaoc.org/andrew-dinners.

EMBER DAY RETREAT JUNE 5 - Registration is open! Ember Day is a retreat for high school men
aged 15-19. The day will include Mass with Archbishop Emeritus Dennis Schnurr, sports, talks, and
food. It's an opportunity for high school boys to meet the seminarians and learn more about vocation,
priesthood, and fatherhood. Friday, June 5 at Mount St. Mary's Seminary & School of Theology. Hosted
by the Cincinnati seminarians and vocation director Fr. Michael Willig.
Register at https://resources.catholicaoc.org/event/ember-day-june-5.

VERSO I'ALTO SUMMER XC RACE CHALLENGE - On Friday, August 7, the Verso I'Alto Track Club
and the archdiocese Vocations Office will be hosting the Verso I'Alto Summer XC Challenge, a two-mile
race specifically featuring our Catholic high schools! The schedule will include High School Boys and
Girls Races, as well as a Men's/Women's Open. Located at Corwin Nixon Park in Mason. Race website
and registration can be found at:
https://runsignup.com/Race/OH/Mason/VersolAltoSummerXCChallenge.

Contact David Adamitis at adamitisdavid@gmail.com for more details.

MEN CONSIDERING THE DIACONATE - The next cohort for the Aspirancy Program for the
Permanent Diaconate will begin in August 2026. If you would like to be considered for this next cohort,
please contact Deacon Mark Machuga, Director of the Office of the Diaconate for the Archdiocese of
Cincinnati, at deaconoffice@catholicaoc.org (513.263.6641) before June 1, 2026.

CATHOLIC FAMILY NIGHT AT GREAT AMERICAN BALLPARK! - You are invited to join
Archbishop Casey and Catholics from across the archdiocese at Catholic Family Night at Great
American Ballpark on Saturday, Sept. 5, 2026, which is the Saturday of Labor Day weekend. The
Cincinnati Reds will play the Milwaukee Brewers that evening at 6:40 p.m. Discounted tickets are now
on sale through Reds ticketing at this link: https://www.gofevo.com/event/Archdiocesecincinnati22.

Catholic Family Night will include Mass prior to the game and, like last year, several in-game activities
featuring members of our local Catholic community. More details will be announced soon.
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BECOME AN EXTRAORDINARY MINISTER OF HOLY COMMUNION - Formation and training
for new and veteran extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion will take place this spring. Some
sessions will focus on ministry to the sick, hospitalized, and homebound, and all sessions will prepare
you to serve as an EMHC in your parish community. You can find more information and register at
www.catholicaoc.org/worship.

EVER CONSIDER REACHING BEYOND YOURSELF AND YOUR COMFORT ZONE? - Are you
semi or fully retired? A teenager, young adult, or a family open to learning from and serving others?
Did you know there are 100+ different Catholic missionary organizations in the U.S. seeking short- or
long-term volunteers in the U.S. or overseas? Opportunities include: several weeks of housing rehab
work in the Southwest or Appalachia; several months serving food banks and shelters in Florida; a
year of ESL teaching in China; three years with Maryknoll in Africa; etc.

For more information, contact: Catholic Volunteer Network, https://catholicvolunteernetwork.org/.
For further missionary advice, contact Dr. Mike Gable of the archdiocesan Mission Office at
mgable@catholicaoc.org.

FOOD FOR ALL - Nutritious, affordable food is not readily available to every person in the
Archdiocese of Cincinnati. Hunger exists in our communities. Catholic Charities Southwestern Ohio
travels to where hunger is located in Adams, Brown, Clermont, Clinton, Hamilton and Highland
Counties. Interested in reducing hunger and food insecurity, volunteering at a mobile pantry or
learning more about hunger in our area? Our newest pantry, located in Middletown, serves food
on the 2" Wednesday of the month. Volunteers are welcome! Call April Hoak, Food for All
coordinator, at 513.672.3720 or email ahoak@ccswoh.org.

SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE - Have you ever cared for a loved one with chronic illness or disability?
Do you wish someone would have shared with you all the things you had to learn the hard way from
your experience? Did you feel blessed to have a support system that carried you through? You can be
there for someone else! Bring hope to those in need by volunteering with our Caregiver Assistance
Network programs. Enrich your life as well as the lives of others by mentoring current caregivers, co-
facilitating caregiver support groups, co-leading Powerful Tools for Caregivers classes, or helping
people living with dementia participate in our Creative Connections program. All volunteers will
receive training and support. We offer a monthly new volunteer training for Peer Mentors and
Support Group Facilitators. We also have our annual leader training for Powerful Tools for Caregivers
scheduled June 11-12, 2026. For more information, please contact Angie Homoelle at 513.672.3834 or
email can@ccswoh.org. The Caregiver Assistance Network is a program of Catholic Charities
Southwestern Ohio, funded through the Council on Aging.

SAINTLY SEVEN SERIES - Have you ever heard of the Saintly Seven? They are the seven African
American candidates for sainthood in the Catholic Church. To raise awareness about them, the
archdiocesan Anti-Racism Task Force is organizing seven sessions throughout the archdiocese to talk
about their lives, their causes for canonization, and the experience of Black Catholics in this nation.
The sessions will be in-person and live-streamed so that everyone can join in the conversation and
reflection. The series will conclude in November, Black Catholic History Month, where we will honor
the contributions that Black Catholics have made to our Church and our nation since before its
founding and look towards the future of the Black Catholic church.

For more information, visit www.tinyurl.com/saintlysevenaoc2026 or contact Andrew Musgrave at
amusgrave@catholicaoc.org.
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40 HOURS OF EUCHARISTIC ADORATION FAMILY RETREAT - “The Eucharist is Our Peace and
Unity.” To help parish families grow more in love with the Eucharist, there will be 40 Hours of Adoration
at Our Lady of Guadalupe Discipleship Center in Peebles, Ohio, June 5-7, 2026. Join us for Mass,
confession, prayer, and teachings by Fr. Michael Willig and Deacon Tracy Jamison. Family and
individual dorm rooms, some shared meals, and games will all be available. Cost: a donation of your
choosing. Go to presentationministries.com for details and registration.

MINISTRY TO SURVIVORS OF ABUSE (REPORTING) - The Archdiocese of Cincinnati regards

child abuse in all its forms as gravely sinful and criminal. Anyone who knows of or suspects child abuse
by a legitimate member of the clergy or hierarchy, employee, or volunteer of the archdiocese should
first report the abuse to the appropriate secular legal authority and then to Ms. Teresa Maley,
Coordinator of Ministry to Survivors of Abuse of the Archdiocese, at 513.263.6623 or 1.800.686.2724
ext. 6623.
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@ ESUIT

Spititual Centor
at MILFORD

MISSIONARY
PROGRAM

Ignite Missionaries are young adults,
preferably college graduates, who serve for
ten months with our Youth Ministry Team,
assisting in facilitating retreats for young
people in and around the Archdiocese of
Cincinnati. Missionaries live on our campus
in the historic Rock House.

Benefits include:

v Intentional faith community

v No fundraising! Monthly stipend
v Personal Spiritual Direction
v

Training in ministry

If you or someone you know are

a college-graduated young

adult seeking to serve the Scan to
Church and discern life’s next learn more

steps, consider applying today!
and apply!

@ Email Address:
dheid@jesvitspiritualcenter.com

@ Website:
www.jesuitspiritualcenter.com/ignite
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