
DECREE 

OF THE AMALGAMATION OF 

SAINT ALOYSIUS PARISH, 

CARTHAGENA, OHIO, 

SAINT FRANCIS PARISH, 

CRANBERRY PRAIRIE, OHIO, 

SAINT BERNARD PARISH, 

BURKETTSVILLE, OHIO, 

AND 

SAINT WENDELIN PARISH, 

SAINT WENDELIN, OHIO 

INTO 

SAINT HENRY PARISH, 

SAINT HENRY, OHIO 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Saint Aloysius Parish was founded in Carthagena, Ohio, in 1865; the present church building was 
completed in June of 1878. Saint Francis Parish was founded in Cranberry Prairie, Ohio, in 1858; the 
present church building was completed in September of 1906. Saint Bernard Parish was founded in 
Burkettsville, Ohio, in 1874; the present church building was completed in August of 1924. Saint 
Wendelin Parish was founded in Saint Wendelin, Ohio, in 1856; the present church building was 
completed in 1914. Saint Henry Parish was founded in Saint Henry, Ohio, in 1839; the present church 
building was completed in 1897. All five parishes have been served by the same pastor since 2004. For 
nearly two decades the five parishes have collaborated in pastoral ministry to the faithful of south central 
Mercer County and north central Darke County. In recent years many discussions have taken place 
between the pastor, the other clergy and lay staff serving the parishes, the parishioners, and the appropriate 
archdiocesan offices regarding the best way to meet the needs of the faithful and evangelize in accordance 
with the mandate of the Lord Jesus. 

The pastor of Saint Aloysius, Saint Francis, Saint Bernard, Saint Wendelin, and Saint Henry Parishes, 
with the recommendation of the members of the pastoral council and finance council of all five parishes, 
has proposed an extinctive union in which Saint Aloysius Parish, Saint Francis Parish, Saint Bernard 
Parish, and Saint Wendelin Parish are amalgamated into Saint Henry Parish as a fitting means to both best 
meet the pastoral needs of the faithful and most effectively manage the resources at their disposal. Having 
consulted the Presbyteral Council of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati on September 11, 2023, I have 
determined that the pastoral mission of the Catholic Church in this portion of the Archdiocese of 
Cincinnati would best be served through such an amalgamation of Saint Aloysius Parish, Saint Francis 
Parish, Saint Bernard Parish, and Saint Wendelin Parish into Saint Henry Parish. 
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