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Release Date:  October 1, 2021 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati announces draft Families of Parishes 
 

• Open comment period for the draft Families of Parishes is Oct. 1-20, 2021. The final announcement 
of the Families of Parishes is expected by late November. The implementation of Families of Parishes 
is July 1, 2022. 

 
• The status quo is no longer an option. At this point a comprehensive pastoral planning process is a 

necessity in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati to garner stability and position the diocese for growth. 
 

• Our resources are largely consumed by efforts to maintain the status quo and are spread too thin to 
be truly effective. In particular, our priests are stretched to the limit, and we will have fewer priests 
who can serve as pastors over the coming years. The number of archdiocesan priests available for 
assignment is projected to decline by approximately 20% over the next five years.  
 

• Religious practice has been declining in both the United States and in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati. 
From 2010 to 2019, sacramental practice (including baptisms, first communions, confirmations and 
weddings) in the archdiocese declined by 23%.  
 

• Our current infrastructure and schedules were built for a different era. In many cases, our church 
buildings are grossly underutilized. In the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, the average Sunday Mass is 
about one-third full. 
 

• Read more information, watch an interview with Archbishop Schnurr about Beacons of Light and 
review the draft Families of Parishes on the website: www.beaconsaoc.org 

 
The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Cincinnati is the 44th largest Catholic diocese in the country, 
with more than 440,000 Catholics, and has the fifth largest Catholic school system in terms of 
enrollment with more than 40,000 students.  The 19-county territory includes 208 parishes and 
112 Catholic primary and secondary schools. 
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