
 Preparatory Sunday Homilies
To be incorporated into the homily on any (or at least one) of these upcoming Sundays; could also be 
adapted as an announcement at the end of Mass made by the pastor or other parish leader. 

 

Aug 10, 2025 (19th Sunday of Ordinary Time C) 

On September 14th, our parish will join other parishes throughout the archdiocese in 
celebrating Together Sunday.  This is an opportunity to welcome back those Catholics who – 
for whatever reason - may have been away from the Church in recent years. 
The psalmist tells us that “Blessed are the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.” Each 
of us is chosen and loved by God.  How we respond to God’s loving call makes the 
difference. 
This call from God is personal and people respond best to a personal invitation.  So, I ask 
each of us to invite someone to join us at Mass on September 14th; perhaps a neighbor, an 
adult child, a close friend…anyone we’ve missed at Sunday Mass recently, even perhaps 
since the pandemic. 
In the letter to the Hebrews, we hear about the power of faith. We all struggle sometimes in 
our journey of faith, and – for some – this means being away from the regular practice of 
that faith, including Sunday Mass.  Can you rely upon your faith to invite someone you know 
who has been away to join you at Mass? 
I hope you’ll find a way to contribute to our parish’s efforts to welcome everyone on 
September 14th.  There’s information about how to take a special role in the bulletin/on the 
website/in the weekly email/etc.  Even just something simple like helping to greet people at 
the door, or serve food at the reception after Mass, etc. would be wonderful! 

 

August 24, 2025 (21st Sunday of Ordinary Time C) 

As I’ve mentioned earlier, on September 14th, our parish will join other parishes throughout 
the archdiocese in celebrating Together Sunday.  This is an opportunity to welcome back 
those Catholics who – for whatever reason -  may have been away from the Church in recent 
years. 
In today’s First Reading, Isaiah tells us a gathering of nations, of multitudes, all coming 
together to God’s holy mountain.  Does our Sunday gathering for Mass have that power?  
How can we as a community celebrate the Eucharist more fully and how can we invite 
others to join us? 
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Think of those you’ve missed at Sunday Mass recently or these last few years, perhaps a 
neighbor, an adult child, a close friend. How can your personal invitation help them 
experience the power of the Eucharist with us September 14thand every week? 
Today’s Gospel speaks of a narrow gate through which we must pass to enter the Kingdom 
of God. Staying close to Jesus in the sacraments and through prayer is essential to this 
challenge.  Yet, Jesus also tells us that the first will be last, and the last will be first.  Even 
those who struggle in their journey of faith can call upon Jesus in prayer and be close to 
Him.  
Inviting people is one step. Being a welcoming parish is essential to make this a truly 
Together Sunday.  Please help our parish’s efforts to welcome everyone on September 14th.  
There’s information about how to take a special role in the bulletin/on the website/in the 
weekly email/etc.  Even just something simple like helping to greet people at the door, or 
serve food at the reception after Mass, etc. would be wonderful! 

 

September 7, 2025 (23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time C) 

As I’ve mentioned earlier, next weekend our parish will join other parishes throughout the 
archdiocese in celebrating Together Sunday.  This is an opportunity to welcome back those 
Catholics who – for whatever reason -  may have been away from the Church in recent 
years. 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus calls us to take up our cross, to let go of earthly things and follow 
Him. This is easier said than done.  Many struggle with this challenge, including the 
discipline of participating in Mass on Sundays.  Yet, as the psalmist says, God is our refuge in 
every age.  Even in our weaknesses, God will welcome us back. We must be the welcoming 
face of God to all who seek him.  
As you invite someone to join us for Together Sunday, show them an example of 
faithfulness, welcome, and love. Be the hands and feet of Christ to encourage them to find 
refuge in this parish community and in the arms of God.  
I hope you’ll find a way to contribute to our parish’s efforts to welcome everyone next 
weekend.  There’s information about how to take a special role in the bulletin/on the 
website/in the weekly email/etc.  Even just something simple like helping to greet people at 
the door, or serve food at the reception after Mass, etc. would be wonderful! 
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