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June 25, 2025

Dear Brothers,

Pope Francis observed that the parish “is a community of communities, a sanctuary where the thirsty come
to drink in the midst of their journey, and a center of constant missionary outreach” (Evangelii Gaudium,
28). Each Sunday, as we gather to encounter Christ in Word and Sacrament, we have an opportunity to
open our doors and our hearts more widely to provide a blessed oasis to those who thirst. Our willingness
to extend hospitality and welcome not only forms better relationships with our neighbors but also invites
all people into a blessed relationship with Christ our Savior.

To encourage us in this effort, the archdiocese is seeking to designate Sunday, September 14, as Together
Sunday 2025. Together Sunday invites our parish families to consider how each of us offers joyful, radical
hospitality within our community. We might think of this as a “moment of assessment” for our parish(es)
where we can honestly ask ourselves: How do we come together for Eucharist each Sunday? Do we give
witness to being a community of love? Do we offer welcome to the stranger in our midst? Does our
celebration of Eucharist reveal the generous heart of Christ to those who gather around the altar?

All too often, a parish might seek to invite neighbors and friends to Sunday Mass without first taking a look
at what those newcomers are being invited to. Much like when we invite friends over for a visit to our home,
we might need to consider some housekeeping in order to prepare for their arrival.

Like last year, Together Sunday is supported by resources for formation and tools for action. Please
consider participating, together with your parish leaders, in one of the two Together Sunday leader launch
webinars being conducted on July 15 and 17. You can register here.

Catholic author Julianne Stanz has said, “It is a radical hospitality that sets the table for an encounter with
Christ where God can be present to every person through each small act of kindness exhibited.” As we
come together each Sunday, may we take seriously how we create a welcoming space for all, set the table
and gather, responding to the hunger and thirst of our communities with the blessed sustenance that
comes to us through Christ who feeds us with His Divine Word and nourishes us with the Bread of Life.

Fraternally yours in Christ,

AN, Cones

Most Reverend Robert G. Casey
Archbishop of Cincinnati
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