Prayer Service for Immigrants Who Are Detained
Praying for Justice, Mercy, and Families

Leader:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

Opening Prayer
Leader:
God of mercy and compassion,
You see every person as Your beloved child.
You hear the cries of those who are imprisoned,
the fears of families who wait,
and the hopes of those who long for freedom and dignity.
We pray today outside these walls
To pray for our brothers and sisters who are detained inside,
for their families who suffer separation,
and for a world where justice is guided by love.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk220582161]Song – All Are Welcome (Marty Haugen)

Scripture Reading (Matthew 25:35–36)
Reader:
“For I was hungry and you gave me food,
I was thirsty and you gave me drink,
a stranger and you welcomed me,
naked and you clothed me,
ill and you cared for me,
in prison and you visited me.”
Reader:
The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

(Optional brief reflection)
Leader:
Jesus reminds us that when we stand with the imprisoned,
the stranger, and the suffering, we stand with Him.

Intercessory Prayers
Leader:
Let us lift our prayers to God, who is close to the brokenhearted.
1. For immigrants who are detained—
that they may be treated with dignity, protected from harm,
and filled with hope in their waiting.
We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
2. For families separated from their loved ones—
especially children who ache for their parents—
that they may find strength, comfort, and support.
We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
3. For those who work in jails, courts, and immigration systems—
that their decisions may be guided by justice, compassion, and wisdom.
We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
4. For lawmakers and leaders—
that they may create policies that uphold human dignity
and reflect God’s mercy and love for the stranger.
We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
5. For our own hearts—
that we may never grow indifferent to suffering
and may always be courageous in standing for justice.
We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord, hear our prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer
Leader:
United as one family, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
All:
Our Father, who art in heaven…

Prayer for the Detained
Leader:
Loving God,
be present in the cells and corridors of this jail.
Bring peace where there is fear,
light where there is despair,
and hope where hearts feel forgotten.
Protect those who sleep behind these walls tonight.
Let them know they are not alone.
Let them feel the power of our prayers
and the nearness of Your love.
All: Amen.
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Song: The Lord Hears the Cry of the Poor (John Foley)

Closing Blessing
Leader:
May the God who led His people out of bondage
walk beside the detained and their families.
May Christ, who Himself was arrested and imprisoned,
bring comfort and justice.
May the Holy Spirit strengthen all who work for mercy and peace.
And may Almighty God bless us,
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

