
​1​

​Julia’s Faith and Firehouse Outreach​
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​Page 61,​ ​In the Secret Service of the Sacred Heart​

​Page 40,​ ​In the Secret Service of the Sacred​​Heart​

​Questions for Reflection:​
​Julia’s Faith and Firehouse Outreach​

​1.​ ​Julia was committed to growing her faith through regular fasting, adoration, daily​
​communion, and prayer services. How do you practice commitment to your faith?​

​2.​ ​Julia was committed to supporting first responders with her prayers, her appreciation,​
​and her awareness of their needs. Looking at your family and/or community, who are​
​your examples of sacrificial servants of others? How can you offer your prayers and​
​appreciation for them?​
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​Julia’s Service to the Poor​

​Page 39,​ ​In the Secret Service of the Sacred Heart​

​Page 50,​​In the Secret Service of the Sacred Heart.​

​See picture on the next page honoring this humble act.​
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​Questions for Reflection:  Julia’s Service to the Poor​

​1.​ ​Like St. Francis of Assisi, Julia found joy in her faith, not in her possessions. How do​
​you explain Julia’s happiness in her poverty?​

​2.​ ​Where do you find joy in your faith?​
​3.​ ​Are there material things that prevent you from experiencing the joy of the Gospel?​
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​Julia’s Love for Children​

​Here is the only known photo of Julia Greeley, taken by the pastor of St. Catherine’s​
​Church when Julia brought baby Marjorie Urquhart there:​

​Page 23, I​​n the Secret Service​​of the Sacred Heart​

​Questions for Reflection:​
​Julia’s Love for Children​

​1.​ ​Julia knew families of all types needed help and accompaniment. Who is a role model of​
​neighborliness to you?​

​2.​ ​How well do you know your neighbors? Who in your neighborhood needs help and​
​accompaniment? What can you do?​
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​Final Questions for Reflections​
​About Servant of God Julia Greeley​

​1.​ ​There are several scholarships and awards in the Denver area given to young people​
​exhibiting Julia’s faith and servant spirit. There is also a woman’s shelter which was built to​
​honor her name. Who could you donate to that carries on Julia’s spirit?​

​2.​ ​In what ways can you imitate Julia in following Christ? What virtues do you admire most?​

​3.​ ​Although most of Denver revered and respected Julia, what crosses did she carry that were​
​invisible to the people of Denver? Let’s consider several realities:​

​a.​ ​All of the stories collected about Julia fail to describe a doctor offering to help her or​
​send her to a medical facility for treatment of her injured eye.​

​b.​ ​All of the stories collected about Julia fail to describe someone giving her a permanent​
​home, even just a modest room. She moved from residence to residence, sometimes​
​having to sleep in a shed with animals.​

​c.​ ​When Julia’s body was exhumed and brought to the Cathedral for public prayer as a​
​Servant of God, arthritis was found all over her bones. Julia was known to have a heavy​
​limp in her later years as well, and she walked slowly.​​Why did Mrs. Urquhart, in her​
​30s, ask a 70-80 year-old limping black woman to clean her floors? What assumptions​
​existed in that time to make that request seem normal? What assumptions do we have​
​today that actually are invisible crosses we place on the backs of God’s children around​
​us? How can we try to see and lift those crosses for the people in our region and world​
​today?​

​d.​ ​Julia was told often that when she entered heaven, she would be “white as snow.” She​
​was regularly identified by her skin color: A Negress.​​Are there ways that our society​
​also focuses on physical traits which divides and diminishes people?​

​e.​ ​Finally, Julia responded to injustice patiently. She once was a victim in a domestic​
​dispute and lost work because of it. She did not complain; she just tried to survive. One​
​priest told her he didn’t want a dirty old N cooking in his kitchen.​​1​ ​Julia simply stated,​
​“He sure was mad; he sure was mad.” Wealthy parishioners at Sacred Heart Church​
​sometimes complained to the pastor when she sat up front during the high Mass. Julia​
​was just an “eyesore” to them. When she heard about it, she told her pastor she would​
​come to a different Mass. Julia responded to insults with accommodation and even​
​humor. She never expressed resentment toward the slave master who whipped her​
​mother and lashed out her own eye.​​How could you take​​on patient courage in the face​
​of injustice? How could you correct injustice with peaceful responses?​

​1​ ​Burkey,​​In Secret Service​​, 37.​
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